
TIF Commercial & Industrial Rehabilitation Program 
The City of Rockford is opening the TIF Commercial & Industrial Rehabilitation Program to assist building and business 

owners make investment in commercial and industrial spaces in select TIF Districts in the City of Rockford.  The City will 

offer a percentage in matching funds up to $25,000 in assistance to property owners and/or tenants for permanent build-

ing improvements.  Ideal projects add value and extend the longevity of the qualifying properties and make substantial or 

aesthetic improvements to the property.  Deferred maintenance and improvements to become code compliant are al-

lowed. Each of the identified TIFs has a designated $150,000 in available funds available on a first-come-first-serve ba-

sis (for approved projects).   

Program Overview 

Auburn St TIF 

Broadway TIF 

East River TIF 

E. State & Alpine TIF 

E. State & Mulford TIF 

Midtown TIF  

N. Main & Auburn St TIF 

 

TIFs Include 

¶ A 50/50 match with the City of Rockford covering costs up to $25,000.  The matching cost will be provided as a five-

year forgivable loan.   

¶ Available for commercial and industrial businesses (not available for residential or non-profits). 

¶ Properties under a current TIF agreement are not applicable. 

¶ Available on a first-come, first-serve basis (for projects that meet the qualifications) until the allocated funds are ex-

hausted.  

¶ Formal application is required for funding which includes details of the project, cost estimates, proof of funds, lease 
agreements, and more.   

¶ Improvements made by the projects must be maintained during the duration of the five-year forgivable loan 

(matching funds) from the City of Rockford.  

Application 

The online application opens Tuesday, March 28
th    
on the below website.  

Applications are pre-approved on a first-come-first-serve basis for eligible projects.  Once pre-approved, applicants have 

a 90 day due diligence period to submit required documentation for full approval. 

Additional information and application available at: 

https://rockfordil.gov/city-departments/community-and-economic-development/economic-development/tax-

increment-financing/tif-commercial-industrial-rehabilitation-program 

For more information contact: 
Anna Garrison    Francisca French 
Anna.Garrison@RockfordIL.gov  Francisca.French@RockfordIL.gov 
779.348.7449    779.348.7419 



TIF Commercial & Industrial Rehabilitation Program 

Property Requirements 

¶ Sit in the boundary of Auburn Street TIF, Broadway TIF, East River TIF E. State & Alpine TIF, E. State and Mulford 
TIF, Midtown TIF, or N. Main & Auburn St. TIF (see included maps w/ addresses). 

¶ Be a commercial or industrial property and properly zoned. 

¶ Current with property taxes and have no liens with the City of Rockford. 

¶ If applicants have received loans from the City under other programs, payment of loans must be current. 

¶ No outstanding code violations.  However, this program can be used on projects that would improve and correct 
code violations.   

¶ If the building has been designated by the City of Rockford as a local landmark or historic district, additional certifica-
tion will be needed from the Historic Preservation Commission. 

¶ Project must meet all State and local building and zoning codes. 

¶ The project must align with a cost the applicant would be responsible for.   

¶ Tenants are encouraged to partner with the property owners to create projects.   

¶ Property owners must provide consent to the project and comply with the guidelines and full requirements of the pro-
gram.   

¶ Businesses moving into the identified TIFs are eligible to apply.  

¶ Businesses located in shopping centers can apply (for example, signage). 

¶ The location cannot be used for 

¶ Adult uses, including but not limited to an adult type bookstore or other establishment selling, renting, dis-
playing or exhibiting pornographic or obscene materials (including without limitation: magazines, books, 

movies, videos, photographs or so called ñsexual toysò) or providing adult type entertainment or activities 

(including, without limitation, any displays of a variety involving, exhibiting or depicting sexual themes, 

nudity or lewd acts); 

¶ Tattoo shops; 

¶ A massage parlor or any establishment purveying similar services; 

¶ Gaming machine establishments, except bars and restaurants with video gaming terminals associated 
with WB50 or L50 license and are in good standing; 

¶ Tobacco stores; 

¶ Second Hand store; 

¶ Cash for Gold store; 

¶ Payday Loan store; 

¶ Title Loan store: or 

¶ Short term rental. 



TIF Commercial & Industrial Rehabilitation Program 

Process 

¶ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜȄǘŜǊƛƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ όƛΦŜΦ ŦŀœŀŘŜύΦ   

¶ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭπ

ƛǘȅ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎύ ƻƴƭȅΦ   

¶ bƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 

ǿƻǊƪΣ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎΣ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǝƻƴΣ ƻǊ Ƨƻō ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ǊŜƛƳōǳǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇŜǊπ

ŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿƻǊƪ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǇǊŜǾƛπ

ƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ όǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴύ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ   

¶ bƻ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŬǊǎǘ ŀǇπ

ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǝƻƴΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜπ

ƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ 

ƻǊ ǳƴǎŀŦŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ 

Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛƴŎǳǊǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴŜŎπ

ŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  

¶ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ   

Funds 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪπ

ŦƻǊŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŬǾŜ-ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜ ƭƻŀƴΦ  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜ ƭƻŀƴΦ   

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǝƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΦ   

¶ LŦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ 

ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŀōƭŜ ƭƻŀƴ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘΦ   

¶ hƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻπ

ƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 

ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇǊƻ Ǌŀǘŀ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻũ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦ  tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴπ

ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΦ 

  

 

Project 

¶ hƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦ  CǳƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ōŀǎƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƳπ

ǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘΦ     

¶ LŦ ŀƴ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊƛƭȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ   

¶ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦ  !ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΦ   

¶ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǝǇǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ   

¶ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ    

¶ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΦ   

¶ /ƻƳƳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŀƭ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ 

¶ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ  

¶ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘΦ   

¶ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎōǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇǊƻ Ǌŀǘŀ 

ǇƻǊǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ   tǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǾƻƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΦ   



TIF Commercial & Industrial Rehabilitation Program 

Broadway TIF 

Auburn St TIF 


